The Spirit of God.

Scripture Reference: 1 John Chapter 3. & 1 Corinthians Chapter 13

1 John 3 V 1 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we may be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.”

Key word in this verse is love – The agape love is the unconditional love that God has for us.  God is love – As we are His children we will receive everything that He has in store for our lives.  As his children, there is no reason for lack – we can have our hearts desires if we seek His kingdom first.  

Because God is love, we are required to love him.  We can pray and ask the Lord to show us how to love him (this involves putting him first in every area of our lives, in every decision that we make, regardless as to what is going on around us.)  In addition to this, we are instructed to extend this love to our brothers and sisters (everyone around us), even those who treat us unkindly.  The bible instructs us to bless those who curse us.  Christ demonstrated his love for us by becoming the ultimate sacrifice by dying on the cross.  If we have the spirit of God, we demonstrate love in our everyday lives.  We are only able to do this once we have acknowledged that Jesus Christ came in the flesh to deliver us from all our sins.  

1 Corinthians Chapter 13 explains further the nature of agape love.  In order for us to demonstrate this to others, we must first understand what this means.  I have received this love from someone who has been quite influential in my life in terms of my spiritual walk.  The reason that this person was able to demonstrate the agape love to me was because Christ had poured it into them.  They in turn poured it into me.

I give you a quick example of what happened to me earlier on in my spiritual walk.   

I went to my Christmas work function and I was instructed not to go. This was dinner at a restaurant.  My work colleagues were planning to go to a club afterwards (my colleagues are not Christians).  I sat at the table with the Chairman and he asked whether I drank, smoked or took  drugs, I said no.  His response was, “so you are into God then”.   I said yes and he swore.  

He then tried to convince me to go clubbing with all the others after dinner and offered to pay for my cab fair home.  At that time the cost would have been about £40 form Central London to Middlesex. I refused; and explained that I had already arranged for my husband to pick me up after dinner.   On the following day, which was a Friday, I was informed that several people went back to the chairman’s hotel room after the club to carry on drinking and doing drugs and whatever else.  Even though I did not go clubbing with my colleagues, I was still unwise.  

Because I was in an environment that contrary to the teachings of Jesus Christ I now had lust and fornication attached to me by simply being in the wrong atmosphere by the Friday afternoon, I had an headache that I had never experienced.  I was unable to eat  or sleep.  I felt as though my head had been spit open.  The pain was so intense that I wanted to die.  It took five days for me to be relieved of this pain. This was done though prayer and fasting.  

Now, within this situation, the person whom I referred to earlier demonstrated the apage love to me.  The following outlines three examples of how I have received and experienced this type of love: 

Long Suffering – I was advised not to go, but I felt obligated to my work colleagues because I never socialise with them.  This person could have said, I told you so, but they didn’t they just held me whilst I was in pain.  

Unselfishness – This person could have said, I’m not praying for you, you should have known better.  But they prayed and fasted with me until the pain went.  I was not judged.    

Patience – not just in this situation, but in every situation where I mess up, (we all mess up, none of us are perfect), they are always there with wise council, helping me to get back on the right track, back to God.  

I must now demonstrate the apage love to others, so that they are able to do the same.  It should be a continuous cycle.  I am still not there yet but with God’s continued grace and mercy, one day I know I will be.  

There are several challenges that our young people are going through, at work, college and school.  We need to remember that “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” We all have to live in this world, but we are not of this world.  We will stand out and be different everywhere we go.  People will think that we are weird, not just because of the things that we do, but also because of the things that we don’t do.  I no longer get invited out to go for drinks on a Friday night after work.  This is because they know that I will say no.  If we remember how different Jesus was even as a child.  At aged 12 he was preaching and teaching in the temple.  Indeed we do need to be involved and interact with the world in order for others to see the glory of God on his people.  However, we must exercise wisdom when doing this.  We have to show the world the spirit of God regardless, in everything that we say or do.  Yes, we will be criticised but this is just a temporary living space of God’s people.  The ultimate goal is to reside in heaven with our Heavenly Father.  Whatever challenge you are going through, God is present.  He knows and feels everything that we feel.  He loves us and we need to exercise our faith in order to get through the situation.  We need to examine very situation and discern the spirit behind it for example why are we being singled out at work or school, it could be the spirit of jealousy.  When we recognise the spirit we can pray effectively for the spirit to be removed.  As sons of God if we have the authority to bind and cast this spirit from our minds, and loosen a spirit which from God (love, patience, love) you will see changes within that situation.  

Foe example, if you recognise that have the spirit of lust, you would pray “I bind the spirit of lust in the name of Jesus and cast into the abyss.  I loosen the spirit of purity into the atmosphere.  

Returning to the main scripture 1 John 3.  

If we have the spirit of God, and God is love – we must love our brothers and sisters.   Brotherly love is a distinguishing mark of spiritual life.  In verses 11 - 12 say “For this is the message ….  These verses give us the example of how Cain killed his brother because there was no love in his heart. 

Verse 13 says – “ Marvel not, my brethren if the world hate you.” Just because the world hates us, this does not give us any justification to reciprocate or to return those feelings back to the world.  

Verse 15 – “Whosover hateth his brother is a murderer…”

This scripture clearly states that if there is anyone we hate, brethren we are in sin and cannot inherit eternal life.  It is essential for us to love each other (even when this proves to be a challenge). 

For example, there is a man in my department at work who doesn’t really speak to me, simply because he feels that I should not have joined the company at a level above him.  I on my own will not be able to show him love, but I have to ask the Lord to help me with this.  I must be obedient to God and his word.  

Verse 16-18

Hereby perceive we…

Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for us, allowing himself to be crucified on the cross.  Therefore, if we follow his example, we must be prepared to do the same.  Love manifests itself in sacrifice, not just in words.  Our words as well as our actions must show love.   

Verses 19-22 

And hereby we know that …

The outcome of God’s love is assurance and an answered prayer.  If we love God with all our hearts, souls, mind and strength and obey is commands, we shall receive our hearts desires, an outpour of blessings, an abundance in our lives where before there was lack.  This can only be achieved if we put Him first.  

Verses 23 - 24

And this is his commandment…

Faith and brotherly love is essential to fellowship with God.  

When we call on the name of Jesus, we must believe that he is able to exceedingly and abundantly and above all that we could think or ask.  When we love one another and keep His commandments he lives within us, His spirit lives within us.  That spirit is Love.  

Remember, the world does not know God; it is up to us to demonstrate God’s love.  

As the sons of God (and this means male and female) if we find that we are accepted by the world, there’s something wrong.  As God’s children if we cannot show the world something different, there is no reason for the world to develop a hunger of God and His word. 

Galatians Chapter 5 discusses the fruits of the Spirit.   The fruits of should be manifested in our Christian life.  Through our love for God, and his love for us, we are required to demonstrate these qualities.  What are the qualities is God looking for in us?  

Because God is love, this love is also accompanied by the other fruits of the spirit – Joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.

When we have the fruits of the spirit, we can handle any challenge that is thrown at us in our daily lives.  The fruits of the spirit are critical to the development of our spiritual walk.  

The spirit of God dwells in us.  If we have the spirit of God, we are of God.  If we do not have the spirit of God, then we are not of God.  

Let us love, encourage and support each other.  Jesus said, “Love one another as I have loved you.”

God is calling for those who don't know him that they may be partakers of his love-expound.

He is also calling to those who need to be realigned with the destiny in Christ Jesus because of distractions they now need to be re focused with their divine destiny.  
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