Humility

Humility is a quality or a characteristic that is associated to a person considered to be humble.  A humble person is someone who is thought to be modest or unpretentious, a person who does not think that he or she is better or more important than others.    

Christ is always the perfect example to us all, in terms of demonstrating true humility.  The scriptures tell us that Christ came into the world born of a woman, served the people and humbled himself to death on the cross.  When He was being crucified as they hurled insults at him, he did not retaliate. When he suffered he made no threats.

In the New Testament scriptures, it is shown that whenever Jesus healed someone, it was the person who had received the healing that told others about what He had done. In John 4 Jesus met the woman at the well, who received emotional healing.  After the healing had taken place the woman went into the city to inform others about the Jesus whom she had just met; the Messiah who had healed her.    

In another situation, when Jesus healed the leaper, he told him to show himself to the priest.  This wasn’t to advertise himself, He didn’t need to be on the front page of nay newspaper publication nor did he require an advertising slot on in a major magazine.  He made himself of no reputation. He is the Son of God, the king of kings.  He didn’t need an advertising campaign or strategy for people to know who he was or what he did.  The purpose of the leaper showing himself to the priest was to give thanks and to make an offering or a sacrifice of praise onto the Lord. 

If Christ can humble himself, so can we.  Meekness which is another word for humble is one of the fruits of the spirit which all of us should be demonstrating in our daily life and especially as leaders, because the best way to lead, is to lead by example.  Matt 5v5 – Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  

False Humility

It is the act of pretending to be humble.  Pretending to be something that you are not.  Therefore a person who is exhibiting this type of behaviour would be constantly belittling their own gifts, talents and accomplishments in the hope of receiving praise and adoration from others.  

For example, I have just sang a solo in church but just to ensure that I get some attention for what I have done, I go to someone and say, I am not sure I sang well enough, I don’t know whether I hit the right notes.  The response that I would be expecting is something like this “Yes, you were great, you got the entire congregation on their feet.” Everyone was saying how what a wonderful singer you are.”

This person’s favourite topic is themselves and all their wonderful work that they have done.  And they will talk you through every single detail of what they did and how they did it.  There is no mention of God.  If they lend you a book that you some how manage to use a bit of it for ministry, they will take the credit for any accomplishments that God has allowed you to achieve.

They are the people that will tell you constantly even when they see Godly character (which is most important) and the anointing of God on your life that you must be humble.  Just to clarify, if correction is required in this area then it is perfectly justified that those above you will rebuke and ensure you seek forgiveness.  However, the type of person that we are discussing believes that they are humble because they are perceived to be doing God’s work.  

There is another type of person who is so humble that they way they carry themselves you can look and see that they have suffered many afflictions.  Or, you can look at them and tell that they are fasting.  This is because they hang their heads down and they haven’t combed their hair.  They want to everyone to know what they are doing.   We are expected to practise good hygiene habits even when we are fasting.  Those who constantly need to proclaim all that they are doing for God’s kingdom are greatly deceived if they believe that God receives any glory from this behaviour.  

Pride and Deception

It would seem that the person described above is operating under the spirits of pride and deception.  

I remember when the first time I fully understood what pride was, and the adverse effects it has on your walk with God.  When pride enters a person it is difficult for it to leave; and requires deliverance, but because pride is much to do with the flesh (of man).  For example, God will bless you with a job. You are fully aware that you do not have the relevant experience, or qualifications.  In addition, you aware that others have had applied for the job are much more suited to the position than you are. Nevertheless, God blesses you with the job, you begin to think that you made you own destiny and that the reason you were offered the position is you exceptional interview techniques.  You forget about the provision that God has made for you.  

Pride is like a cancer that kills. We should consistently pray against the spirit of pride from entering our lives.  James Chapter 4 V 6 – God resisteth the proud and gave his grace to the humble.  

When you are deceived, you are unable to hear clearly what God is saying. The enemy is the master of deception, and he wants you to be deceived so that you can be manipulated into his will instead doing the will of God’s.  The greatest deception comes from a major truth, but it is twisted into a lie.

For example, in a fictional church the people who are handling the money are stealing and you are aware.  The enemy may say something like this: 

“Why don’t you stop paying your tithes for a while.  You know what they are doing isn’t right.  You might as well stop paying until the situation is all sorted out.”

The word instructs us to pay bring all the tithing to the store -house (Malachi 3), therefore you must not go against the word of God even when you see those in a position of authority doing wrong.  It is imperative that you do not allow yourself to be deceived in this way.  Allow God  to deal with the people who are doing wrong.  What is important is that you continue to do what is righteous.  As part of our daily prayer, we must prayer for God’s truth to be revealed to us.  

In summary there are 3 main points of behaviours and attitudes that should be used as a safeguard, to ensure that we keep our humility in check:

1) Submission to God and legitimate authority – our boss expects us to be at work 9-5 o’ clock because those are our contracted hours. 

2) Recognition of gift and talents that others possess – Give credit to those who serve you.

3) Recognition of ones own gifts, talents and limitations.  Acknowledging our own areas for training and development or seeking wise counsel from those above us.  I studied Information Technology.  But you could never ask me to do sing a solo.  It just wouldn’t happen because God didn’t bless me with that gift.  
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